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Roses have a bad rap!

• Many roses requireD lots of care and 
maintenance

Kolorscape® Lemon Fizz
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There are roses for every 
garden!

• Hybridizers and growers have listened

• Easy care roses readily available

• Some even with fragrance!
Brindabella  Purple Prince
Brindabella  Pink Princess

Fragrance winners
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Ingredients for success

• All roses require some basics
• Water

• Good soil

• Nutrients

• Proper location

• Generally, won’t require fungicides

• Insecticides may be required

Coral Knock Out®
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Water

• Roses need 1” to 2” a week

• Irrigation and/or overhead watering
• To minimize fungal disease, water just 

after sun is hitting the roses

• Drip/leaky pipes or emitters are 
encouraged

True BloomTM True PassionTM
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Soil 

• Greatest challenge due to clay base

• Sandy loam soil texture  
• 60% sand, 20% silt, 20% clay 

• Compost is king

• pH of 6.0 – 6.5 preferred
• Often 7.0 or higher (both soil and water)
• Add sulfur to lower

• Extension soil testing

IcecapTM
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Nutrients

• Let your soil test be your guide 
• Nitrogen is generally needed

• Roses can be a bit needy
• Organic

• Synthetic

• Don’t forget micronutrients
The Champion  Sunblush 
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Location, Location, Location

• At least 6 hours of full sun

• Avoid planting among tree roots

• Good drainage

• Proper hole

• Bud union below ground 
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Be creative with design

• Use web skills for ideas

• Research companion plants

• Match roses to your style
• Cottage design = English roses

Olivia Rose Austin



a



a



a



a



a



a



a



a



a



a

Rose Selection

Flower Carpet® Pink Supreme
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Things to remember

• Marketing happens in the rose world 
as well 
• “Easy care” varies by company

• Urge your local garden centers to 
stock what you want

• Internet suppliers may be required
• Compare carefully sizes offered

• Isolate your new roses and treat with 
insecticides if needed

Sweet Mademoiselle
Fragrance winner
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Budded/grafted vs 
own-root

• Budded (grafted) roses – purchased 
variety budded onto a hardy rootstock
• Often are larger and initially grow faster

• Own-root roses are the same variety 
from top to bottom
• Up to three years to reach full size
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How do we find them?

• Rose trial results

• Look for specific brands

• American Rose Society resources

• Local rose societies

• Helpmefind.comSunset HorizonTM
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Rose Trial Results 

• ARTS – American Rose Trials for Sustainability®

• http://www.americanrosetrialsforsustainability.org/

• AGRS - American Garden Roses Selections
• https://www.americangardenroseselections.com/

• Prairie Bloom Trials – K-State
• https://www.kansasroots.org/index.cfm

• Earth-Kind ® Trials
• https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkindroses/

• German ADR test
• https://www.adr-rose.de/

White Veranda®

https://www.americangardenroseselections.com/
https://www.kansasroots.org/index.cfm
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkindroses/
https://www.adr-rose.de/
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American Rose Trials for 
Sustainability® (ARTS)

• Divides test gardens by climate 
regions
• Temperature and moisture

• Light blue is Dfa Climate
• Humid continental with warm summer

• Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Iowa
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American Garden Roses 
Selections  (AGRS)

• Areas are geographic

• South Central region

• Tulsa, Baton Rouge and Dallas 
gardens 

• Bonus: 6 fragrance winners in our 
region
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Brands and their owners

• Easy Elegance®, First Editions® – Bailey Nurseries

• Oso Easy®, Rise Up , etc. - Proven Winners® 

• Flower Carpet® – Tesselaar

• Nitty Gritty , Grace N’ Grit  – Monrovia®

• Knock Out®, Drift®, Kolorscape® – Star® Roses

• Explorer, Canadian Artists, Parkland (Morden) – 
Several wholesalers

• Easy to Love® – Weeks Roses

• True Bloom® – Altman Plants

• Brindabella  – Suntory Plants

• Garden Debut® – Greenleaf Nurseries

Oso Easy® Double Pink
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Breeder Names

• Rose hybridizer or companies that 
can be identified by a breeder code
• KOR – Kordes

• BAI – Bailey Nurseries

• RAD – Will Radler

• LIM – Ping Lim or ALT – Altman Plants
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Star Roses and Plants 
Catalog

• Web link on handout

• Standard descriptions are offered

• Regional selections

• Disease resistance selections
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Weeks Roses Catalog

• Each rose has rating of four major 
diseases

• Warning: catalogs can increase rose 
addiction symptoms 
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Other Resources

Easy Elegance® Kashmir



American Rose Society

• Website resources @ www.rose.org

• ARS Handbook for Selecting Roses
• Ratings for hundreds of roses in 

commerce

• From Roses in Review – rating process 
involving hundreds of ARS members 
across the US.

• Free trial membership
• https://www.rose.org/e-membership

Celestial Night
Sweet Spirit

Both fragrance winners

http://www.rose.org/
https://www.rose.org/e-membership


Kansas City Rose Society 

• https://www.kansascityrosesociety.org/

• https://www.kcrsroselibrary.com/

• Ask a Rosarian Helpline 
kcrosehelp@gmail.com

https://www.kansascityrosesociety.org/
https://www.kcrsroselibrary.com/
mailto:kcrosehelp@gmail.com


HelpMeFind.com
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Easy Care Backyard Rose 
Gardening

• Basic requirements of water, good 
soil, nutrients and sun

• Select the right varieties

• Use the resources

• Join our rose society

• Enjoy your roses
Brick House® Pink
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